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With the return to a mea-
sitre of representative gov-
ernment at the 1957 clections
a popular party with its
mass membership made up of
tarmers and workers, won by
an overwhe!ming majority.
Fhe P.P.P. won nine out of
fourteen seats with the opp-
osition party winning only
three seats.

Ccrtainiy the balance of
nine against three i1s suffici-
ently indicative of the
strength of the PPP and the
fact t hat 1t commands 4
majority. Yet in spite of
these obvious facts, and in
spite ¢f the attitude of the
majority party if encourag-
ing trade unionism and fur
theringy the cause of all
workers, the formal
vnion movement has allowed

itself to be use d for pettv
political intrigues as a tool

of the minority party.
Fhus it has s'ipped into
most  dispicable position

iy the country and has all
owed itself to be used as a
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weapon against the party
fighting on all fronts for the
people’s rights.

There is peculiarly enough
a lack-of unity of purpose
between trade union leader-
ship and 1ts rank and file.
This lack of unity has un-
fortunately made the trade
union movement in B.G.
what 1t is roday, a shell of
officials wuttering phrases
and fighting phantom en-
emies, yet totally removed
from the ideas and opinions
of the workers who make
un the unton.

Wake Up

[t 1s time the trade union
movement of B.G. wake
up and see the light of
day. May Day 1959 1s a fit-
ting dav for an examination
of its pcsition and for a
fearless decision to forget
petty political intrigues and
join wholeheartedly in the
national efforts to lift B.G.
from its inferior status for
all round gains for the work-

ing people.
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